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Bookshop News 

March Dates to Remember  
  

2nd March - Volunteers Morning Tea 

16th March -  General Meeting  

Goldfields Diggings 

 

If you need a hand accessing  

resources online feel free to 

call into the Society  and get 

some help.  

First General Meeting of the Year 

Contact Details: 

Phone Number: 08 9093 3360 
Email: eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

The society is always on the 
lookout for collections      
relating to the history of the 
Eastern Goldfields.  

16th February  2022 - the EGHS was lucky enough to have Maree Northcoat speak 

to the members of the EGHS about the Inland Dive Academy and the Dive Club 

that was once active on the goldfields.  She shared her experiences with the group  

about her times with the club and the academy. From the Lord Forrest Olympic 

Swimming pool, to cave diving and open pit mines to the pristine water of  

Thailand.  

We have a limited number 

of calendars left . They are 

now retailing for $10.00 or 

two for $15.00.  
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SAVE THE DATE 
18th May 2022 - Guest 
speaker for our general 

meeting will be Bill          
Bunbury. Bill Bunbury is an 

ABC broadcaster /
documentary maker with 

40 years experience in both 
Radio & TV . Some of the 
books Bill has written in-

clude - Timber for Gold and  
Reading Labels on Jam 

Tins . 

You Tube Video 

The EGHS is now on YouTube. Via video link only at this stage, members can lis-

ten to a selection of Oral History Recordings. 

 

If you click on the link below you will be taken to a recording of G. Hayhow talk-

ing about the East West Airline.  

 

https://youtu.be/Y1NmqeFHikU  

   

Fun fact - we need these recordings transcribed. If it something you think you 

would be good at please get in contact.  

 

Facebook follower  Tari 
Pawly recently read the 
story  regarding the De 
Havilland Dove crash  
published on the Face-
book page and sent in a 
map to the site. If any-
one is interested in 
heading out there when 
the weather cools down 
get in contact with the 
EGHS and we might be 
able to organise an ex-
cursion out there.  

Facebook Feedback   

 

This August 

sees Boulder 

celebrate its 

125th birthday.  

We are looking 

for your best  

image of Boul-

der. Send them 

in or post them 

on our Face-

book page.  

125 Years of Boulder  

Back to Boulder Souvenir 

Program available from 

the bookshop $2.20.  

www.kalgoorliehistory.or

g.au 

https://youtu.be/Y1NmqeFHikU
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130 Women Project  - Media Release  

Sarah Jane Eeles  
Do you have manuscript 
sitting around waiting to 
be published. Look no 
further - 
 
Submissions for the 2022 
City of Fremantle Hunger-
ford Award are open.  
 
Western Australian writ-
ers have just two months 
to enter the state’s long-
est running and most 
prestigious award for an 
unpublished manuscript, 
which offers a cash prize 
of $15,000 from the City 
of Fremantle and a pub-
lishing contract with Fre-
mantle Press.  
 
Fremantle Press CEO Jane 
Fraser said for 31 years 
the biennial Award has 
provided much-needed 
stimulus for Western 
Australian writers.  
 
https://
fremantlepress.com.au/
submissions/hungerford/ 

Winston Churchill          
Memorial Trust Fellowship 

This program aims to offer 
Australians a life-changing 
opportunity to travel over-
seas to learn more about a 
topic or issue that they are 
passionate about. 

For more information 
please see the link below. 

https://
www.churchilltrust.com.a
u/become-a-fellow/ 

 

The 130 Women project funded through DLGSC and LotteryWest aims to collect 
and celebrate the stories and contributions of women in the Goldfields local his-
tory.  
 
The four artists, SJ Eeles, Linda Rae, Carol Thompson and Kelly Acaro through a 
series of community engagements, workshops, activities and residencies over the 
next 12 months will work with supporting partners and members of the commu-
nity to collect and research these stories. 
 
Launching March 11th all members of the community will be able to register 
women they think should be included.  
 
Working with the Historical Society will be a huge resource for this project and 
we welcome members and individuals to upcoming events as they happen and 
are open to any specific participation the organisation may be interested in. 

Mrs Clay - born 1907 

 

Mrs Clay's parents had 10 children. They originally came to Boulder City (as Mrs 

Clay always calls Boulder) from Charters Towers, Queensland with the 3 eldest 

children. Her father had "the gold dream" and was off working leases hoping to 

make his fortune. 

 

So Mrs Clay's mother had to earn a living to support the growing family. She ran a 

boarding house in Boulder City and during WW1 she leased a hotel from a soldier. 

She paid someone to look after one of her young sisters upstairs. Other children 

helped with the hotel while two of the boys were off at the War.  When these lads 

returned after the War, they worked on the mines. On payday they'd come home 

with billys full of lollies for the young children who'd be eagerly waiting.  

 

When Mrs Clay's mother was pregnant with her in 1907, she worked until the last 

minute. She was doing the washing when she realised the birth was imminent and 

got one of the other children to fetch Mrs Graham, the midwife; finished the 

washing; went and had the baby; then got up and went straight back to running 

the boarding house!  

 

Years later the family moved to Fremantle except for the father who stayed to 

look for gold.  He would visit his family in Fremantle once a year. Mrs Clay com-

mented on how her mother must have worked all her life to support them and 

send the children to boarding school.  

 

Writer Unknown.  

https://fremantlepress.com.au/submissions/hungerford/
https://fremantlepress.com.au/submissions/hungerford/
https://fremantlepress.com.au/submissions/hungerford/
https://www.churchilltrust.com.au/become-a-fellow/
https://www.churchilltrust.com.au/become-a-fellow/
https://www.churchilltrust.com.au/become-a-fellow/


Can You Help 
 

We have had a request for 

some images of the follow-

ing places -   

Sir Richard Moore Oval 

with the Velodrome and he 

Boulder Oval with the 

Speedway. Do you have 

any images in your collec-

tion that you would like to 

share or donate to the  

Society?  
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On the 19th June 1957 Roy Mills did a reading at a meeting about John Phillip 
Bourke -Bluebush , his talk has recently been digitised.  
 

When I am dead                                                                                                               
Bring me no roses white,                                                                                                     

Nor lilies spotless                                                                                                          
And immaculate,                                                                                                              

But from the garden roses red,                                                                                               
Roses full blown                                                                                                             

And by the noon sun kissed.                                                                                                  
Bring me the roses                                                                                                           

That my life has missed                                                                                                      
When I am dead. 

 
Those are the words of John Phillip Bourke, or “Bluebush”. The work of the tribe 
of pseudonymous writers in West Australian newspapers – especially “Kalgoorlie 
Sun” and Perth Sunday Times – the works of “Bluebush”, “Dryblower” and the 
rest, were the most virile and the most original poetry that has been made in Aus-
tralia since the Commonwealth began. 
 

This Western Australian poetry is often inartistic, it is often a poor thing consid-
ered as literature: but how broadly and strongly it appeals to our humanity, how 
graphic it is, how humorous or tragic and how natural. Often enough their sub-
jects are commonplace. 
 
John P. Bourke, who wrote for the “Sun”, Kalgoorlie, scores of stanzas that ring 
harshly or melodiously but ring true, has set down his page of Western history 
over the signature of Bluebush. He came from the East but it was the West that 
inspired. 
 

He was born in August 1860 on the Peel River Diggings N.S.W. For seven years he 
was a school teacher but in 1894 he came to the West and roughed it on the min-
ing track.  He was consistently lucky in making small rises of from 200 pounds to 
1000 pounds, but never handled a wingless coin. He wrote –  

 
What is a purse?                                                                                                             

A thing to scatter free.                                                                                                     
What is a talent?                                                                                                            
But a gift for joy?                                                                                                          

What is life’s lesson?                                                                                                                    
To live heartily                                                                                                             

To man’s utmost,                                                                                                                    
like a happy boy.” 

 

Bourke died on 13 January 1914 at Boulder. The “Sun” praised him justly. “He was 
a writer of verse that appealed to everyone by its rugged force, its truth and spirit 
of human sympathy and true mate ship. He was a staunch friend and no man on 
the fields was more personally popular.” 

From the Archives 

Aussie Bread Tags for  

Wheelchairs  -  

 

Save your bread tags and 

drop them off to the EGHS 

next time you are in . They 

can be recycled and made 

into wheelchairs. 

 

Find more information at: 

https://

ozbreadtagsforwheel-

chairs.org.au/ 

Dryblowers and Gold  

available from the book 

shop $50.00  

www.kalgoorliehistory.or

g.au 

https://ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au/
https://ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au/
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The EGHS has set up an 

account with containers 

for change. If you would 

like to donate to a worthy 

cause please consider us. 

Scheme ID: C10397895 

 

Taken from History West , May 2020. Page 5 - A Century ago … the influenza  

pandemic of 1918-19. Easter Raffle 

 

We will be running a 

small Easter raffle if you 

would like to donate 

some eggs for the prize 

please drop them into 

the society. Monday to 

Friday 9 to 2.  

 

More details to follow. 

Dingbat Flat available 

from the book 

shop $35.00  

 

Thanks to Lindsay for making 

the stands for our new book 

shelves. Come in and browse 

our selection of Hesperian 

Press books. 



Photographic News 

Interesting Web Pages 
https:// 

 
 

https://timegents.com/ 
 

Australian Pub project  
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Glimpses of the Past - Pub Crawl 

Images and stories from 
the 50’s, 60’s 70’s, 80’s, 
90’s until now (that per-
tain to the Eastern Gold-
fields) - if you've got 
them and you don’t 
know what to do with 
them, come and see the  
volunteers at the  
Society.  

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society acknowledges the support of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 

The photographic department is looking for a new leader. Someone who is keen 

to keep projects moving along. You will need a fair understanding of computers 

and scanning however we are willing to train the right person. If you are interest-

ed in getting  involved please come in and have a chat.  

 

Publicans and Sinners - By Arthur Dunstan 
 

Many young bloods visiting Kalgoorlie and fancying themselves as good drinkers 

have been caught with this one. Locals were prepared to bet them that they 

couldn’t drink a tea-

spoon full of beer at 

the Star and Garter and 

then double the quan-

tity at every hotel as 

they walked up  

Hannans Street. 
 

It sounds pretty simple; 

but lets see how you 

would gone in those 

days. 

You would only had to drink two teaspoonfuls at the Hannans and four at the Kal-

goorlie. By drinking eight teaspoonfuls at the York you would have downed your 

first ounce; your second ounce at the Oriental; four ounces at the Commercial and 

your first glass of beer at the Victoria. You would have been going easy. 
 

No trouble with two glasses at the Palace; four at the Australia and eight at the 

Exchange. By the time you consume sixteen glasses at the Criterion you would 

have sunk a total of thirty one glasses altogether. 
 

If you are not in “No man’s land” already, there are still thirty two glasses to be 

consumed at the Grand, sixty four at the Duke of Cornwall and one hundred and 

twenty eight at the Federal; an overall total of two hundred and fifty five glasses 

of beer and fifteen teaspoonfuls. 
 

If anyone would be prepared to bet me that I couldn’t do it today, I reckon I would 

take them on, because the Duke of Cornwall, the Australia, the Commercial and 

the Oriental are no longer operating. 
 

Footnote:- today beside those four Hotels not operating, the Grand and Federal 

are also not operating.  

Thanks to Barry Aslett for 

editing the newsletter 

every month.  

Second hand Books 

 

Do you have any books 

you would like to get rid 

of? Did you know the 

EGHS has a second hand 

bookshop ? We are al-

ways looking for  dona-

tions of books relevant 

to the Eastern Goldfields 

to sell  secondhand the 

bookshop. If you have 

any surplus to your 

needs let us know . We 

often get people in look-

ing to purchase hard to 

find books. Currently we 

have people looking for 

Elsewhere Fine by Karl 

Dimer and Will to Win 

by John De Meis 
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Inside Research 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society acknowledges the support of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 

Dryblower 

Got an old dryblower lay-
ing around that you don’t 
know what to do with. 
Contact the EGHS and we 
will take it off your hands.  

 

We are in the look out for 
a metal storage pod that 
can be used to lift items 
using the gantry crane for 
items in our storage area.   

We are also on the look 
out for a small garden 
shed. If you have  one 
that you might like to do-
nate to the Society please 
let us know.  

Notes form the last news-

letter 

Does anyone have any pic-

tures or stories about the 

Barnes Federal Theatre 

located in Leonora? 

Calendar 2023 
 

Want to be involved with 

creating the 2023  

calendar? 
 

We need people to search 

the thousands of images 

and find us some  pictures 

to use. You wont need to 

spare a huge amount of 

time but you will need to 

be available during open-

ing hours.   
 

Send an email to: 

eghs@kalgoorliehistory.or

g.au  

Written by Di Stockdale 

 

Just before Christmas a request from a man doing a PHD came in, as there was a 

lot involved in this request we decided, with his permission, to roll it over until 

January 2019. 

 

Scott happened to be at the Society that day so I asked his advice on where to 

look. The subject was the Share Market 1893 to around the 1920’s. Scott 

showed me books to gather information, so I made a note of them. 

In January I tackled the subject, especially thankful 

that Eyres Reed had published a small book on 

Scripping. This was one book I used, the others 

being Miners and Millionaires, Glittering Years and 

Golden Destiny.. 

 

He requested information on Open Call, which I 

found a word for word account of in The Glittering 

Years. Kalgoorlie’s Open Call occurred every night 

at a large Auctioneers Mart with 500 men bidding 

and trading share, some of which they had pur-

chased earlier that day from the Stock Exchange, 

making a profit that night. 

 

His other request was fraud by persons involved in 

the mining industry. I had found De Bernales story 

in the Keith Quartermaine Collection but that was 

later than he wanted. I happened to start reading 

Bottomly and Wright’s exploits in the Golden Des-

tiny, one trying to create a “Bull” market the other 

trying to create a “Bear” market. As this book was 

too thick to scan I photographed these pages and 

sent him 2 pages to get the gist of the fraud. An-

other fraud case was the Chaffink Mine at South-

ern Cross around 1911. I found this story on Trove 

and sent him the court case and advised him that 

there was more on Trove. 

From knowing nothing on the Stock Exchange I 

learnt a lot from doing this research. 

  

Books are available  in  the Library at the EGHS. 

 


