
May 2022 

Eastern Goldfields Historical Society            2022-05 

May Dates to Remember: 

01st May - Mothers Day Stall  - Arts Centre 

04th May - Volunteers monthly Morning Tea  

18th May - Bill Bunbury Presentation 

20th May - Volunteers Morning Tea  (National Volunteers Week Celebration) 

22nd May - Ularring Rock Trip 

 

Can You Help? 

The society is always on the 
lookout for collections 
relating to the history of 
the Eastern Goldfields.  

 

We are also on the look out 
for a small garden shed. If 
you have one that you 
might like to donate to the 
Society, please let us know.  

 
 

If you have a story or a 
photograph you would like 
to share with the members 
of the EGHS please forward 
it to: 
eo@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

 

If you need a hand 
accessing  resources online, 
feel free to call into the 
Society for some help.  

Contact Details 

Phone: 08 9093 3360 

Email: 

eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Website: 

www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Goldfields Diggings 

Wednesday 18th May 2022, 

we will be hosting Bill Bunbury 

as our guest speaker at the 

WMC Conference Centre. If 

you have never heard Bill 

speak you are in for an 

absolute treat.  

Reserve your spot now by 

contacting the EGHS on 9093  

3360 or emailing 

eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Image by  Emma Wynne, ABC Radio Perth. 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/perth/bill-

bunbury/9130516 

Bill Bunbury 

mailto:eo@kalgoorliehistory.org.au
mailto:eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au
http://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au
mailto:eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au?subject=Bill%20Bunbury%20Event
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The plant display is 

looking a bit empty… 

If you have any plants you 

would like to donate to the 

Society, that would be 

greatly appreciated. Please 

drop them off. 

 
The society is always on 
the lookout for collections 
relating to the history of 
the Eastern Goldfields.  

Save the Date 
18th May 2022  

 

Guest speaker for our 
general meeting will be Bill  
Bunbury. Bill Bunbury is an 

ABC broadcaster and  
documentary maker with 

40 years experience in both 
Radio & TV . Some of the 

books Bill has written  
include - Timber for Gold 

and  Reading Labels on Jam 
Tins. 

New to the book shop is a small 

booklet celebrating early 

Boulder written by June O’Brien 

— $5.00.   

 

Also available is the Back to 

Boulder Souvenir Program — 

$2.20. 

Can you Help? 
 

We are looking for someone 

to attach these old drum 

steels to the fence.  

The 2022 Heritage Conference is being held online and is a free event. If you would 

like to participate you will need to register. Registration details can be found at the 

following web address: https://dplh.eventsair.com/be-prepared-act-now-to-protect-our-

past/registration/Site/Register 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society has 

many library resources available to members. 

They are organized under the following 

categories: Australia, Western Australia, 

Eastern Goldfields, Mining, Biographies, 

Fiction, Reference and a small collection of 

CDs and DVDs.  

 

We would like to see more members making 

use of these interesting and quality resources 

for research or for general interest. 

From the Library 

2022 Heritage Conference 

Book Shop News 

https://dplh.eventsair.com/be-prepared-act-now-to-protect-our-past/registration/Site/Register
https://dplh.eventsair.com/be-prepared-act-now-to-protect-our-past/registration/Site/Register
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The EGHS is now on YouTube. Via video link only at the stage, members can listen 

to a selection of Oral History Recordings. 

 

If you click on the link below you will be taken to a recording of G. Hayhow talking 

about the East West Airline.  

 

https://youtu.be/Y1NmqeFHikU  

   

Fun fact - we need these recordings transcribed. If this is something you think you 

would be good at, please get in contact.  

We are looking for images of all the plaques and monuments around the Eastern 

Goldfields. If you are out and about and see one, can you please take a picture 

and send it into us? We would also appreciate the GPS co-ordinates. 

We are still chasing images 

of Boulder Speedway. If 

you have any you would 

like to share, please email: 
eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Do you need help 

digitising old photographs 

from your own 

collections?  

Call in speak to the 

volunteers and we would be 

happy to help.  

DGR Status 
 

Did you know that the 

Eastern Goldfields 

Historical Society Is  

recognised as a DGR or 

Deductible Gift Recipient?  
 

A DGR is an organisation 

that can receive donations 

that are tax  deductible. 
 

What does this mean?  
 

If you make a donation  to 

the EGHS you may be able 

to deduct that gift from 

your own income - claim 

the donation as a 

deduction when filing your 

personal income tax return 

for the year.  
 

For more information 

please speak to your  

accountant.  

David Curle Smith presented an application at the patents office in Perth for an 

“improved electric cooking stove”.  David was the Electrical Engineer for the 

Municipality of Kalgoorlie . It stands to reason, that if you want to  make cooking 

with electricity accessible to the masses you need to produce a cookbook. That is 

exactly what his wife, Helen Nora Curle Smith did.  

 

Helen was a  Scottish lass who immigrated to Victoria when she was a young 

lady.  Helen  Nora Murdoch was  born in 1861 and died in Perth in 1924 aged 63. 

In 1891 she married David Curle Smith in Victoria. By 1905 both  Nora and David 

were  residing in Kalgoorlie where they lived until 1921.   

 

Luckily for you all, the Society sells the book written 

by Nora. It has been updated to include an 

introduction by HA Willis.  

 

Drop in to secure your copy or log on to: 

https://kalgoorliehistory.org.au/publications/

publication.php?id=257 
 

$10.00 ea.  

YouTube - Oral History Recording 

Eastern Goldfields Plaques & Monuments  

David and Nora Curle Smith 

https://youtu.be/Y1NmqeFHikU
mailto:eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au?subject=Boulder%20Speedway%20Images
https://kalgoorliehistory.org.au/publications/publication.php?id=257
https://kalgoorliehistory.org.au/publications/publication.php?id=257
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Our research requests are varied as can be seen by one received this period.  

{February- March] 

 

The Application came from an Antique shop in England requesting information 

on a model stamp mill in their possession.   

 

Although the Society’s archives/records had no reference to the model, 

searching Trove [newspapers online] it was reported that Mr. Walter J. Lawton, 

during his apprenticeship, constructed a ten head model battery, one inch to 

the foot scale, entirely out of silver. The battery boxes weighed 72 ounces and 

the battery was complete to the minute degree, such as ore feeders, belt racks, 

silver tubing and cocks. The battery bins were lined with solid silver plate, cast 

at the Ivanhoe foundry and machined to scale.  
 

Research - Robin Bowden 
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The EGHS has set up an 

account with containers 

for change. If you would 

like to donate to a worthy 

cause please consider us. 

Scheme ID: C10397895 

 

Aussie Bread Tags for 

Wheel Chairs - the EGHS 

is now  one of the two 

collection points in the 

Goldfields.  Don’t forget 

to  drop them off! 

National Volunteer Week is  running from the 16-22 May . We will be hosting 

a Volunteer morning tea to celebrate the great volunteers that put in time at 

the Society. The morning tea will be held on the 20th May at 10am. More 

details to follow.  

 

The Volunteer Centre has put up a  display at the Library which features two 

of the EGHS Volunteers, Graham Blythe and Iryna Barnes.  Call into the li-

I am still looking for 

some help to hang a 

whiteboard. If anyone is 

able to assist, please let 

me know.  

Images taken after the first traffic 

lights were installed in 

Kalgoorlie. Images taken 18th 

August, 1969. 

 

Were you in the parade, on your 

bike or in the car? 

We still have lots of 

books that we would like 

someone to read and 

write indexes for. If you 

are interested, please get 

in contact with us.  

Volunteer News 

Blast from the Past! 



 

Signs from the Collection 

 

 
 
 

We are always interested 
in images and stories from 
the 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s 
and up until now, that 
pertain to the Eastern 
Goldfields.  
 
If you have them and you 
would like to share them, 
come and see the 
volunteers at the Society.  
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Tracing My Family 
 

For many years before my parents died I asked about their families and where 

did they come from. Dad told me a bit about his life but Mum would only speak 

about her immediate family. 

 

As Mum and Dad were getting to Pension Age they went to the Social Securities 

Office now Centrelink to see what they needed. They went down to the Court 

House to obtain their Birth and Marriage Certificates. Mum received the biggest 

shock of her life when she discovered, she wasn’t born in Boulder, not even born 

in West Australia. She discovered she was born in Bathurst and her father was 

unknown. Mum closed up even more after that, so I didn’t pursue following up 

on the Family History. 

 

Both Mum and Dad had passed on, so I decided to look. Enquired around what 

to do and I realised I had a big job. I wrote to every newspaper in every Capital 

City in Australia and Bingo in poured the emails.  I also joined the Family History 

Society and through the help of one very helpful lady who I knew from school 

and another who I had met years before, my family started to fall into place. 

 

I found my descendants through my Mothers side 

were First Fleeters, so I looked up where I could 

contact them. I found my family and I now have a 

huge book with the history of their lives and the 

descendants that followed.  

 

Also, on a site called First Families, I found my 

Great Grandfather’s family, who were from Hill 

End. My Gt Grandfather came west for work on 

the mines in about 1901. I have now found out 

that he brought 3 daughters with him to keep 

house. He sent money home to his wife to buy 

Rose Cottage in Hill End a house she wanted (still 

stands today) to buy. They made the journey back home to discover two things; 

Gt Grandfathers wife was now living with his brother, and 2 more children had 

been born and my Grandmother was pregnant, with my Mother. So he packed 

up all his children went to Bathurst to his Mother’s farm and waited till Grandma 

had the baby.  

Insights into Research - Di Stockdale 



 
Dryblower 

Do you have an old 
dryblower laying around 

that you don’t know what 
to do with? Contact the 

EGHS and we will happily 
take it off your hands.  
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Bill Bunbury Books  
 

There will be a number of 

books available to 

purchase on the night. 

These include: 

Tracing My Family - continued 
 

They arrived back in Boulder in 1908 

sometime,as I have a photograph of my 

Mum as a baby taken in Boulder. Only  

one stayed on in the East. He went to 

Broken Hill with Gt Grandfather’s Sister. 

 

These are the things you find out when 

you start searching family history, some 

things produce unbelievable outcomes. 

 

Lindsay and I have attended a few Jane 

Langley Descendants Get togethers in 

NSW and have travelled Australia and 

Norfolk Island where my Ancestors have 

been. 

 

I as yet haven’t pursued my Father’s 

family. 

Black Flag was 

originally located 

27km south east of 

Ora Banda. Black Flag 

was gazetted in 1897 

and lasted for 

approximately 9 years. 

The town was named 

after a  mine in the 

area called the Black 

Flag Proprietary.  

 

Interestingly, John Micklejohn and Bill Cottingham are credited with finding the 

first gold in the area in 1893 approximately the same time as Paddy Hannan and 

Dan Flannigan were picking up gold at Hannans. 

Insights into Research - Di Stockdale 

Black Flag 


