
 

Can You Help? 

August Dates to Remember: 

3rd August - Volunteers’ Morning Tea 

13th August - 125 Years of Boulder Exhibition, Boulder Town Hall 

17th August - AGM at Stage Left Theatre 

August 2022 

Eastern Goldfields Historical Society          2022-08 

Goldfields Diggings 

Contact Details 

Phone: 08 9093 3360 

Email: 

eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Website: 

www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

 

Donations 

BSB: 066514 

Account: 00900580 

Do you purchase the 

newspaper every day and then 

put it in the recycling bin?  

The Society collects articles 

from the Kalgoorlie Miner for 

future reference. If you would 

be willing to donate your read 

newspapers to us, we can put 

them to good use. You can 

drop them off or we will collect 

fortnightly.  

Please, let us know. 

With the AGM just around the corner, I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank the committee of 2021-22 for their support throughout the year. 

Thanks go to Scott Wilson - President; Tim Cudini - Vice President; Rob 

Wall - Treasurer; Robin Bowden - Secretary;  Jan Lamont - Librarian; John 

Rees - Curator; Helen Sheehan - Social Coordinator; Ethel Chinnery, Claire 

Weir and Gwen Brown - General Committee.  

There is still time to nominate and join the committee for 2022-23. All 

positions are vacant. The AGM will be held at Stage Left Theatre, 61b Burt 

Street, Boulder. Doors open at 6.30pm for a 7pm start. Drinks available at 

the bar.  

AGM - Committee  

Save the Date 
Volunteers Needed 

 

125 Years of Boulder Exhibition 

Saturday 13th August 

Market Stall 1pm - 4pm.  

 

Spring Festival 

Sunday, 9th October 

8am - 3pm. 
 

All hands on deck! 

Volunteers Needed  

We are looking for volunteers to help as “greeters” at the Society. This will 

involve greeting people on arrival and helping in the bookshop. If you are 

interested in helping out for an hour or two one day per week (or more), 

please get in touch. Your support will be greatly appreciated.  

mailto:eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au
http://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au
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Did you know the 

Bookshop has a 

large selection of 

secondhand books?  

All are available at 

very reasonable 

prices.  

 

Drop in for a browse 

soon! 

Stamp Mill News 

Book Shop News 
2022 Affiliates State 
History Conference 

 
September 9th—11th 

 
The Royal Western 

Australian Historical Society 
Annual State History  

Conference of Affiliated 
Societies is being held in 
Denmark this year. For 

more information please 
contact the Denmark 

Historical Society.  
 
info@denmarkhistoricalsoci
etywa.org.au 

$5.00 

Following on from last months newsletter. The model was displayed at the 
antique 
exhibition in 
London. The 
asking price of 
the model  is  
£125,000.00.  
 
Images 
courtesy of 
Hatchwell 
Antiques.  

Armadale Writers' 
Award 

This is a creative writing 
competition open to adult 
writers living in Western 
Australia.  

Works must be original 
unpublished prose and have 
a 1000 - 3000 word count.  

The Armadale Writers’ 

Award accepts online 

entries only. Open from 1st 

- 30th September, 2022.   
 

1st Prize - $1000 
 

https://

library.armadale.wa.gov.au/

armadale-writers-award 

$20.00 

$60.00 

$40.00 $40.00 

mailto:info@denmarkhistoricalsocietywa.org.au
mailto:info@denmarkhistoricalsocietywa.org.au
https://library.armadale.wa.gov.au/armadale-writers-award
https://library.armadale.wa.gov.au/armadale-writers-award
https://library.armadale.wa.gov.au/armadale-writers-award
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Do you need help digitising 

old photographs from your 

own collections?  

 

Call in and speak to the 

volunteers. We would be 

happy to help.  

DGR Status 
 

Did you know that the 

Eastern Goldfields 

Historical Society Is  

recognised as a DGR or 

Deductible Gift Recipient?  
 

A DGR is an organisation 

that can receive donations 

that are tax  deductible. 
 

What does this mean?  
 

If you make a donation  to 

the EGHS you may be able 

to deduct that gift from 

your own income - claim 

the donation as a 

deduction when filing your 

personal income tax return 

for the year.  
 

For more information 

please speak to your  

accountant.  

Recently we were contacted by a gentleman named Michael McCarthy from 

Rathanna in Carlow, Ireland, who is rejuvenating a headstone at the village 

cemetery. He was looking to confirm the date of death for a Michael John 

Hayden. Michael died  in 1903 and is buried at Bulong. The family of Michael 

are buried in this cemetery in Ireland and have included their son on the 

headstone.  Images are courtesy of Michael McCarthy.  

Bulong to Carlow 

Membership is now due! 
 

If you haven’t already 

received an invoice for your 

membership fees, you 

should get one over the 

next few days. Payment is 

required by the end of the 

month.  

BSB: 0665143 

Account: 00900580 

REF: Surname/Invoice  

Number 

Built in 1897 for  £17 000, 

the Palace Hotel was the 

first in Kalgoorlie-Boulder to 

have electric lights and fresh 

water piped to the 

bathrooms from their own 

condensers.  
 

The hotel was designed by 

Porter and Thomas of Perth 

who won an Australia wide 

competition. The building is 

built from stone quarried in 

Boulder at the Ashlar 

Quarries.  
 

The hotel is one of the most 

photographed buildings in 

Kalgoorlie. Send us your 

images of the Palace from 

over the years for the next 

newsletter.  
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In 1863 Henry Maxwell Lefroy made an expedition to the area that was later to 
become known as the Eastern Goldfields. Lefroy led his party from York to assess the 
pastoral prospects to the east.  The party covered 1600 kilometres during an eight 
week period in which men and horses were without water for long stretches.  Lefroy 
makes no mention of Gnarlbine Soak in any of his diaries or field books, although he 
did pass through this area. 
 
In 1864 Charles Hunt was sent by Governor Hampton and the York Agricultural Society 
to explore the country on which Lefroy had reported so favourably the previous 
year.  It was on this expedition that Hunt applied the name ‘Gnarlbine’ to the Soak.  He 
also named many of the other features in this area, including Lake Lefroy near 
Kambalda, in honour of his predecessor of the year before. 
 
19 July 1865 halt at Gnarlbine…having a well to make here, the bullocks must suffer for 
a day or two as it is absolutely necessary to have a well sunk here, the distance from 
Camp 21 to Camp 23 being upwards of forty miles… 

20 July 1865. Party engaged sinking well…. 

21 July 1865. Party engaged stoning up the well, … P.M. completed the well and 

removed the party about 18 miles to the westward… 

 

Hunt made two other expeditions to the area, in 1865 and 1866, during which he 
improved the Soak. 
 

Many other soaks and wells between Perth and this region were constructed by Hunt’s 
party during these expeditions.  These have become known as ‘Hunt’s Wells’. 
 

Gnarlbine became an important stopping place for explorers and prospectors, 
including R.J. Holland when he put through what today is known as the Holland Track. 
In the early days of Coolgardie, before the pipeline was built it was a vital supply of 
water. 
 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society erected a monument and plaque at the base 

of the rock in 1950. 
 

“GNARLBINE SOAKS” 
Discovered by H.M. LEFROY 1863 Improved by 
C.C. HUNT 1864 
Water at this Soakage was of great assistance 
to later Explorers and Prospectors  
A. FORREST 1871 G. MacPHERSON ’88 ’89 
G.WITHERS ’90  BAYLEY and FORD ’92 
Afterwards used by thousands living in district. 

 
Erected By Public Subscription and E. Goldfields Historical Society Sept 1950 
 
(Alexander) Forrest was on his expedition from York when he used the soak. (Gillies) 
MacPherson was a prominent prospector in this area and also the Kimberley. G. 
(George) Withers was also an active prospector in the area.  
 
When John Holland pushed his time-saving track through to the Goldfields from 
Broomehill in 1893, Gnarlbine Soak was one of the important stops.  
 
Story and images taken from  Kim Epton’s website: Adventures http://
www.adventures.net.au/. Used with permission. 

Gnarlbine Soak - Kim Epton 

Can you help? 
 

We are looking for images 

of headframes from WMC 

Mines (any and all) but 

specifically any images of 

winders or headframes 

from the Oritava from 

1939. The mine was 

previously called the 

Adeline.  

Goldfields Water Supply 

Scheme 
 

Submissions are being 

sought for 22 historic sites 

on the Goldfields Pipeline. 

Everyone with an interest in 

the Golden Pipeline should 

complete the short survey 

and make their views 

known. You have until the 

2nd September to make a 

comment.  

 

More information can be 

found at: https://

consultation.dplh.wa.gov.a

u/heritage/goldfields-water

-supply-scheme/

consultation/intro/ 

http://www.adventures.net.au/
http://www.adventures.net.au/
https://consultation.dplh.wa.gov.au/heritage/goldfields-water-supply-scheme/consultation/intro/
https://consultation.dplh.wa.gov.au/heritage/goldfields-water-supply-scheme/consultation/intro/
https://consultation.dplh.wa.gov.au/heritage/goldfields-water-supply-scheme/consultation/intro/
https://consultation.dplh.wa.gov.au/heritage/goldfields-water-supply-scheme/consultation/intro/
https://consultation.dplh.wa.gov.au/heritage/goldfields-water-supply-scheme/consultation/intro/
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The EGHS has set up an 

account with containers for 

change. If you would like to 

donate to a worthy cause 

please consider us. 

 

Scheme ID: C10397895 

Aussie Bread Tags for 

Wheel Chairs 

The EGHS is now  one of 

the two collection points in 

the Goldfields.  Don’t 

forget to  drop them off! 

The Club, United Club or Gregory’s 

hotel, once located on Bayley St. 

Coolgardie. In 1900, Jack Gregory 

took over the hotel . Jack was 

married to Mercy Taylor, who was 

stabbed to death in Sydney in 1905.  A fountain was erected in her honor in the 

Coolgardie park.  The hotel was eventually sold to Lion Brewery, however 

closed during world war 1. The furniture and fittings were sold and the hotel 

was abandoned.  

United Club Hotel 
YouTube - Oral History 

Recordings 
 

The EGHS is now on 

YouTube. Via video link 

only at this stage, members 

can listen to a selection of 

Oral History Recordings. 
 

Do you have time to come 

down to the Society and 

help upload some of our 

oral histories? 

Did you know that the EGHS has a subscription to Ancestry.com? Members are 

welcome to come down to the Society and search for information on Ancestry. 

Non-members are also welcome, for a small fee.  

Members’ Corner 

The Red Bluff, is located between Hunt and Quarry Streets in Coolgardie. In 

1896, it was proposed to erect a refreshment room and a pleasure resort at the 

Bluff. Plans included an octagonal building with a tower and refreshment 

rooms on the crown of the bluff, and a stage built at the base, surrounded by 

landscaped gardens.  However, the 

council objected and this was not 

built.  

 

However, all was not lost, because In 

1898, Smiler Hales opened the Red 

Bluff Hotel, with cheap beer, a piano, 

a concert hall and a 12-foot pitch for 

games to be played.  

Red Bluff Hotel 
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We are always interested in 
images and stories from 
the 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s 
and up until now, that 
pertain to the Eastern 
Goldfields.  
 
If you have them and you 
would like to share them, 
come and see the 
volunteers at the Society.  

We are also on the look out 
for a small garden shed. If 
you have one that you 
might like to donate to the 
Society, please let us know.  

The plant display is looking 

a bit empty… 

If you have any plants you 

would like to donate to the 

Society, that would be 

greatly appreciated. Please 

drop them off. 

We still have lots of books 

that we would like 

someone to read and write 

indexes for. If you are 

interested, please get in 

contact with us.  

Boulder Bundles   

Reunion News  

“Descendants’ Day at Dalwood” 
INVITATION 

 

The Dalwood Restoration Association, whose members include both Wyndham 

and convict descendants, cordially invites the descendants of the convicts, 

Indigenous people, German vine-dressers, free immigrants, and colonial born 

employees who worked at any of the Wyndham properties at Dalwood 

(Branxton), Mahngarinda (Merriwa), Colly Blu (Liverpool Plains), Bukkulla and 

Nullamanna (McIntyre River) or Keelgyrah (Richmond River) between 1828 and 

1900, and during Dalwood’s later ownership by Penfolds and Wyndham Estate 

Wines, and anyone interested in history to join them for  

Lunch At Dalwood Cellars 

Saturday 3rd September 2022 at 12.00 noon. 

 $ 67.50 per person. 
(This will also mark the 192nd anniversary of the planting of the first vines at Dalwood.) 

 

Speakers 
‘The Convicts Who Built Dalwood House – 1828 to 1836’ – Don Seton Wilkinson. 
‘The Contribution of German Vinedressers to Dalwood and the Hunter Valley’ – Dr Paul 
Kime. 
‘The Importance of Marion Wyndham’s 1891-1928 Wollong Weather Observations’ – 
Professor Howard Bridgman. 
 

For further information contact: secretary@dalwood.org.au 

$30.00 $15.00 

Ora Banda 
We are still looking for images of the Ora Banda 

Hotel, inside and out, to help build a pictorial 

history of the hotel.  

Please forward your images to: 

eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

mailto:secretary@dalwood.org.au
mailto:eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au

