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Eastern Goldfields Historical Society Can You Help 

Kalgoorlie Boulder Aero 
Club– Do you have any 
information on the his-
tory of the club.  

 

Kalgoorlie School of the 

Air is celebrating their 

60th Anniversary next 

year. Do you have any 

stories or pictures you 

would like to share? Let 

us know.  

eghs@kalgoorliehistory.

org.au 

 

Do you have any photos 
from the old bowling 
alley at Porter Street. 
We would love to see 
them and hear your sto-
ries  

 

We are looking for 
 images of Everett Broth-
ers Butchers. If you have 
any you want to share 
please contact 
eo@kalgoorliehistory.or
g.au 
 

Membership fees are 
now due. Please contact 
the Society if you did 
not receive an invoice 
and we will happily for-
ward you one. We look 
forward to another busy 
year with you.  

June Dates to Remember  

2nd  June – Volunteers Morning Tea 

16th June — General Meeting—EGHS Celebrates 75 Years 

13th June— Ularring Rock Excursion  

 

Thanks to everyone who came along on the recent 

excursions to King Battery (not Kings Battery as the 

sign suggests).  A new sign  might be the order of 

the day. 

 

The social coordinators have been hard at work  

ensuring the Society has some exciting events for 

everyone to attend. The trip to Ularring Rocks was 

postponed due to the unfortunate weather on 

Sunday, however some of the members made a 

day of it, choosing to instead head to  Coolgardie.   

King Battery Excursion 

75 Years Ago ….. 

June 1946 and a decision made at a  public meeting at the Council Chambers in the 

Town Hall of Kalgoorlie, presided over by the Mayor of Kalgoorlie, Mr R.G. Moore 

saw the inception of the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society.  The founding forefa-

thers of the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society were Mr. W.H. Wilson, Mr J.P. 

Stokes and Mr C.M. Harris. At the second meeting  of the Society held in July 1946,  

Mr John Stokes was elected the first ever president of the Eastern Goldfields Histor-

ical Society and the first Vice President was Hugh Wilson. 

 

John Stokes served as president until the end of 1946 where work saw him move 

from the Goldfields.  The role of President was not filled again until May 1947 

where George Spencer Compton took the reigns. He led the society  from  1947 to 

1959 and then from 1961 to 1963. 

 

The first woman to lead the Society was Margaret Bull. Margaret held the position 

of president  from 1975 until 1983.   



Reserve your spot at the conference today. Spots are limited. Don’t 
miss out. See link above or phone 9093 3360. 

Conference 2021—Registration Now Open 
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Sebina Shugg-  

Over the next few newsletter editions we will be showcasing the guest speakers at the conference. 

Dr. Norma Latchford 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society 

(EGHS) are hosting the 2021 Royal Western 

Australian Historical Society’s State Confer-

ence and we would love you to join us in 

Kalgoorlie. The party is going to be BIG! 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society 

have been working hard to preserve and 

promote the abundance of our rich herit-

age for 75 years and we look forward to 

meeting you here in Kalgoorlie to join us in 

the celebrations!  

https://kalgoorliehistory.org.au/75-years/

conference/ 

   Phil Bianchi 

 

Hate to bore you with the same advertisement every publication but it 

will be here until September so remember to book your spot. 

 

The Volunteers Centre 

in Boulder is running a 

shop to share drive in 

May/June. The EGHS 

will have a box you can 

put any non perishable 

goods you would like to 

donate. 



Stairs—we need some 

can you help? Contact 

the EGHS for more in-

formation.  

Did you know that we are in the process of 

having The Forgotten Pioneers of the Eastern 

Goldfields printed. The latest edition will in-

clude Norseman and Southern Cross.  

We are selling the orange edition for a bar-

gain $10.00. Get your copy before we sell out. 
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Bookshop News 

$22.00 $5.00 $22.00 

Poppet Heads 
We recently had a request for information regarding the headframes that 

were once littered around the Goldfields region and this got us thinking ….  

 

We would like to compile a list of the head frames that were in the area. 

Do you have any idea where they were and what leases they used to sit 

on? What they were made from - metal or timber? Do you have any imag-

es?   

If so get pen to paper and put it in writing for us.   

The conference is fast 

approaching and here 

at the society we are 

busy organising for the 

weekend. If you would 

like to be involved on 

the day to help set up 

and pack up the hall or 

help in the kitchen 

please contact the  

society. 

Images and stories 
from the 50’s, 60’s 
70’s, 80’s 90’s until 
now (that pertain to 
the Eastern Goldfields) 
if you've got them and 
you don’t know what 
to do with them come 
and see the volunteers 
at the Society.  

Want to be involved  

with spreading the news 

of the Society? We are 

currently recruiting for a 

journalist (covers a very 

broad definition and 

there is no pay).  No ex-

perience necessary but 

you will need to be able 

to use  a computer and 

write an interesting arti-

cle.  

 



History of Live Poetry  in 
Western Australia 

 

Mar Bucknell is putting 
together a history of live 
poetry in Western Aus-
tralia and would like to 
hear from people who 
would like to contribute. 
 
He would like to hear 
from anyone that has 
been involved in putting 
together any events 
where poetry is per-
formed.  
 
The history will be about 
performed poetry and I 
do not intend to include 
publishing unless it is 
associated with perfor-
mance. 
I am also looking for ar-
chival material including 
leaflets, posters, photo-
graphs, recordings and 
any written records of 
events and organising.  
 
He can be contacted on: 
0421 778 270 or   
marbucknell@gmail.com 

Library News 
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Trove Correction Group 

We have lots of members of our Trove corrections group but 

could use some more help. Current leader board: 

Rob Wall , Rosie Stroud & Jim Gordon  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/462446858403098 

If you find a interesting article you would like to share when 

you are doing your correcting send us the link.  

 

We were recently contacted by Alberto Casoani via our Facebook Page and he 

wrote: 

After my return to Italy, I’ve had the chance to visit an half-abandoned mountain 

village, called Era di Samolaco, that was one of the main emigration communities 

from the Italian area of Valtellina (Northern Lombardy) to Western Australia. I’ve 

found also a website on which they’ve collected some names, pictures and data 

about the local people who emigrated to WA (I've also discovered that they pub-

lished an Italian-English book titled "Samolachesi in Western Australia" in 2011). Be-

cause I’ve read that the Royal Western Australian Society is looking for historical 

documents, maybe these simple pics can help to understand better the Italian mi-

grants’ old life-style and environment (if you prefer, I can send pictures in higher res-

olution via WeTransfer). Hoping to visit Australia soon, I send my best regards and 

my compliments for your precious historical work! Alberto https://

emigrazionevaltellinese.it/dizionario-lettera-d.html  

 

More images are available on request. 

Roo and Emu Greetings was published in the Sunday Times  

15th December 1929. Page 6. Author unknown. 

https://emigrazionevaltellinese.it/dizionario-lettera-d.html?fbclid=IwAR1lnUCoUGMiey6eVAFSxfi89O6GXDf7aaOnw_gtvoQMMeLNx9o2iUgkg3c
https://emigrazionevaltellinese.it/dizionario-lettera-d.html?fbclid=IwAR1lnUCoUGMiey6eVAFSxfi89O6GXDf7aaOnw_gtvoQMMeLNx9o2iUgkg3c
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Photographic News 

Curatorial Donations 
 

The EGHS has set up an 

account with containers 

for change. If you would 

like to donate to a worthy 

cause please consider us. 

Scheme ID: C10397895 

 

We received the records of the Homing Pigeon Association and the Kennel Club 

and many photos of the Mohr Family, greengrocers and fruiterers of Kalgoorlie, 

Boulder, Coolgardie and Northam - an example of how Goldfields businesses 

expanded . 

Skills and Time 

 Required 
 

Cassette Tapes & 

VHS—No this isn’t 

1985 it’s the EGHS Li-

brary and we need 

your help.  

Do you have the ability 

and time to transfer 

data from either of 

those platforms to a 

computer? If yes, 

please get in contact.  

Question is would you still drink there?   

Research Tip 

 

Looking for your family 

that served in the war.  

The Australian War Me-

morial  and  Discover-

ing Anzacs are two 

great web resources to 

try.  

 

They are free and easy 

to navigate. 



Can You Help?  

Tent Boxing—What are 
your memories? Can 
you remember the 
noise, the smells, the 
people. Let us know on 
email or give us a call 
we would be happy to 
write some notes for 
you. If you have any 
pictures we would love 
to see them too. 

Do you have any imag-
es from the 60’s,70’s, 
80’s, 90’s or 2000’s 
that you would like to 
share? We would love 
to see them, Drop your 
images off or email 
them to:  

eo@kalgoorliehistory.o
rg.au 
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O.T. Balloon Carnival 

 

These above advertisement appeared in  Kalgoorlie Miner May 12 1910. There was also 

an article  outlining the events of the afternoon. What we would like to know is did 

your parents talk about the carnival to you? Do you have a complete capsule from an 

O.T. Bottle?  Do you remember any other advertising events like this coming to Kal-

goorlie?  

Iron Duke Shaft 

Thomas Faulkner Mackay received his training as a photographer in Glasgow, Scotland. 

In 1916 at  the age of 32 he travelled to Perth Western Australia . Where he manage 

the Thelma Studio, however by 1917 he had moved to Boulder, and was working as 

the  manager of  the Rembrant Studio while the owners Mr Anderson took a 3 month 

holiday. The same year he purchased  J.J. Dwyers Studio in Kalgoorlie. He remained in 

the Goldfields until 1945 when he sold the studio to Stuart Gore and retired to Perth. 



 

Pastoral Project  
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Volunteer News 
 
Over the past month of  April 
our volunteers have put in a 
staggering 465 hours. 
 
Some of our volunteers spend 
time researching, in the li-
brary, working with maps and 
working with the photograph-
ic collections.  
 
One of our volunteers (Life 
Member & Curator) has been 
coming to the Society  for 
many years - John Rees. In a 
recent donation of articles we 
found a treasure trove of  
images that contained John. 

 
Thanks to all the volunteers, 
you make the society a great 
place to come and we  
couldn’t do it without you.  
 
Station Pictures & Artwork 
 

Shearing Shed Mt Grey Barwidgee Station—Lynne Boladeras 2021 
 

The Shed at the Mt. Grey out camp is on the Leonora/ Wiluna Shire road between 

the Yandal and Barwidgee homesteads. Originally Mt. Grey was a separate station 

and had it’s own airstrip to the South East of the shed. Old Kurrajongs mark the 

original house site down near “Old Mt Grey” well.  
 

Cleaning the shearers quarters at Mt Grey once a year was a big effort as it was 40 

km from the Barwidgee homestead. (It was actually closer to the Yandal Home-

stead. For 6 years we operated both stations and lived half of the year at each 

place) You would have to remember everything for the day, the cleaning gear, 

brooms, clean pillowcases, pillows, cooking gear, mattress covers, as well as lunch. 
 

Once Great Central Mines started using the Mt Grey Outcamp, the shearing shed 

was filled with core samples and the old bins were empty, with the overhead gear 

slowly falling into disrepair. All the Lister diesel motors in the area were stolen  

during the 1990’s including the new pump near the Yandal homestead. They were 

never recovered. Not long after we left Yandal the Metters stoves were stolen from 

homesteads.  
 

On one of my constant trips up and down from Barwidgee to Yandal during shear-

ing at Mt Grey, I found the cook had burnt herself badly.  I needed to continue to 

Yandal to work, but took with me the pots and a huge amount of meat and veges, 

spending half the afternoon boning out mutton shoulders to make a large stew for 

the shearers for tea. After getting it into the hut for the cook, and making sure she 

was ok, off I went home to the Barwidgee homestead in my little blue Diahatsu, to 

finish the day’s work there. 
 

The old hut at Mt Grey was a feature of many of my works. Len and I camped there 

for goat mustering. It had whitewashed hessian walls and broken cement floors 

but was still used by the teams, mainly for the use of the big old number 8 Metters 

stove with the double doors.  
 

The “new” quarters may have been built about 1960 and had a gas stove but were 

not well designed as whenever the cook started in the morning all the shearers 

would have been awake, with all bedrooms being under one roof.  
 

Of the bathroom, a fallen down corrugated iron structure, Bernie Egerton 

Green said “it may not be the worst shearers bathroom, but it is certainly 

the worst I’ve ever seen”. It was very breezy to shower in. 
 

Gary Fairhead also contracted at Mt Grey but its days of shearing were 

numbered as by 1992 Great Central Mines were renting the quarters and 

also living in tents next to the shearing shed. One of my first jobs for a min-

ing company were helping to clean the septic tanks there. 


