
November 2021 

Eastern Goldfields Historical Society 

Can You Help 

The society is always on 
the lookout for collections 
relating to the history of 
the Eastern Goldfields.  

November Dates to Remember  

02nd November - Melbourne Cup Lunch - 

03rd November - Volunteers Morning Tea 

17th November - General Meeting  

29th November - Movie Monday 

 

 

There will be no newsletter 

in January the newsletters 

will run from February to 

December 2022.  

Goldfields Diggings 

We are looking for some ariel 

images of Boulder from the 

1970/80’s. Do you have any 

you would like to share. 

Please get in touch.  
Out and About 

Thanks to all the volunteers that helped out at the Rotary Street Fair on the weekend. Scott 

Wislon, John  Fanetti, Tim Cudini, Robin Bowden, Ethel Chinnery, Rob Wall, Bev Quartermaine 

and Rosie Stroud.  It was a great day and everyone enjoyed themselves.  

 

The Boulder Rotary Club have been great supporters of the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society 

over the years. Recently donating $1000.00 to help towards keeping the costs of the conference 

as low as possible. 

Did you know the State  

Library  has digitised copies 

of the Western Australian 

Police Gazette from 1876 - 

1901 available for free 

online. These are a great 

tool for tracking your dodgy 

relatives that no one ever 

talked about.  Check them 

out at www.slwa.wa.gov.au 

 

These records contain infor-

mation such as - inquests, 

escaped prisoners, warrants 

issued, deserters from the 

military,  physical descrip-

tions of a prisoner, missing 

people and license (publica, 

gallon,  spirit merchant, way-

side, club, etc. 

If you need a hand accessing  

resources online feel free to 

call into the Society  and get 

some help.  
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Save the Date 

04th December 2021 

Art  Centre Indoor  

Christmas Markets Please 
mark it in your diary and if 
you can spare an hour to 
help at the stall please let 
us know.  More information 
will be available closer to 
the date. 
eghs@kagoorliehistory.org.au 

“Oh, what an awful noise! What is that awful noise? "I asked the hospital orderly , 

who was waiting on the platform to meet me. “That’s  good ole Bayley’s batteries 

talking.” he said. “Gosh ! I think it would feel like the end  of the world if they ever 

stopped , and I guessed we’d feel light headed  missing the noise.” (Garnsey, 1984)1  

 

Do you remember the noise of the batteries pounding non stop on the golden mile? 

Do you ever stop to wonder how people were affected by it when they arrived in a 

town like Coolgardie or Boulder.  

 

The Coolgardie Museum is 

looking for volunteers to 

help on the weekends. If 

you are interested please 

contact Katherine Fox. 9026 

6090. 

The Society is still looking 

for information on the pas-

toral stations around the 

Goldfields. If you would like 

to share any stories you 

may have please contact  

the EGHS.  

 

Do you like to read?  Did you 

know the Society has lots of 

books in our collection and 

some of those books don’t 

have indexes. If you would 

like to help index some 

books get in touch. It’s very 

easy to do.  All you need is 

some spare time, a book and 

a pencil. Everything will be 

supplied.  

Book Scanner  
Thanks to MLG Oz we have been able to purchase our new book scanner and it has been put 

straight to use. 

EG-N-076-031a - Bayleys Reward Claim - Coolgardie 1894 
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Calendar News 

Images and stories 
from the 50’s, 60’s 
70’s, 80’s, 90’s until 
now (that pertain to 
the Eastern Goldfields) 
- if you've got them 
and you don’t know 
what to do with them, 
come and see the  
volunteers at the  
Society.  

Want to be involved  

with spreading the news 

of the Society? We are 

currently recruiting for a 

journalist (covers a very 

broad definition and 

there is no pay).  No  

experience necessary, 

but you will need to be 

able to use  a computer 

and write an interesting 

 article.  

 

The 2022 calendar has arrived. Call in and get your copy now before they sell out. 

They will make a great Christmas stocking stuffer. Available to purchase at the 

Society or on-line. $15.00. 
 

Bookshop News 

New to the book shop 

Danny Sheehan’s—Heads 

and Tails.  

$20.00.   

We are also selling a 

two up gift set  

$35.00. Includes- 

Heads and Tales (By 

Danny Sheehan), 

Two up kit and an 

EGHS tote bag. 

Also available a two up 

gift pack. Great stocking 

stuffer for Christmas. 

$15.00 

Trams - Recently we had a 

visits from Ian Kelly -  

volunteer tram driver at 

Whiteman Park in Perth. 

Ian shared with us a story 

the Whiteman Park News-

letter published on  

Kalgoorlie Trams.  It in-

cluded several images that 

we do not have in our col-

lection. If you would like 

to have a look drop into 

the Society or we can 

email you a copy. 

Set to be released at the end of November the 

revised edition of What’s in a Name.  
 

Pre-orders are now open. Make sure you don’t 

miss out contacted the EGHS for more infor-

mation and to reserve your copy. 

 

Not to be missed! 
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Dryblower 

Got an old dryblower lay-
ing around that you don’t 
know what to do with. 
Contact the EGHS and we 
will take it off your hands.  

BY CYCLES TO OLD COOLGARDIE—G. Spencer Compton 

1893 – 1894 

Among the earlier businesses set up in that very new township of COOLGARDIE 
in 1893 was that of Tobias Brothers; they were Welshmen; and they soon estab-
lished a branch at that very advanced outpost – in those days – The Ninety Mile 
or Goongarrie 

One of the brothers, E.R. TOBIAS left Fremantle on Monday afternoon 11 De-
cember 1893 to go by train to Northam, there to take the Yilgarn train as far as 
Burracoppin which was at that time the ‘head of the line’ and temporary termi-
nus. With him he took a Rayleigh cycle. Arriving at Burracoppin at noon on Tues-
day he first had a good meal and then rode his cycle on to Southern Cross – a 
matter of sixty miles – at which place he arrived at half—past six. So far! So 
good! But he was very tired having found that pushing a bike in warm weather 
on rough tracks or in the wheel ruts was no easy task. 

Next morning – Wednesday – he was on the way again and 
reached BOORABBIN – sixty-five miles by nightfall; again, a tiring 
day on a much rougher track. On Thursday morning he was off 
again early this time and went pedalling past Woolgangie and 
then into Gnarlbine Rocks. Here he had a good drink and a little 
rest and the last shorter stage into Coolgardie seemed easy. He 
arrived at half-past two in the afternoon, seventy-two hours out 
of Fremantle. 

The actual riding time from Burracoppin to Coolgardie – 180 
miles – amounted to just over nineteen hours; and his average 
speed had been about ten miles per hour. And the sturdy cycle, 
one of the first on these goldfields, had proved to be a faithful 
steed.  

A little later another early rider on the same track was Father 
Duff. Bishop Gibney in Perth had said, “Father Duff, I want you to 

go to Coolgardie . . . there are people there who will need you. You’d better take 
the train to Burracoppin, and then get a camel”. “No camel” said Father Duff. “I 
don’t like them and they don’t like me. I’ll get a bike”. 

Now Father Duff had never ridden a bicycle, but he knew several young men 
who, he thought, would soon teach him all the tricks. And after a few lessons the 
Father thought he was one hundred percent a cyclist; and to prove it he rode up 
and down in front of the Bishop’s Palace – to the evident amusement of the 
Bishop. 

With a cycle, and some simple vestments in a roll, Father Duff set off by the train 
and duly arrived at Burracoppin. He was advised not to go on. They said the 
weather is very hot, and there is very little water to be got. “I must go on “he 
said, “It is my duty”. In due course he came to Southern Cross and there – after a 
little rest and with a refilled water bag on he rode. When he felt tired he camped 
for a time; and drank only sparingly from the water bag.  
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Photographic News 

The EGHS has set up an 

account with containers 

for change. If you would 

like to donate to a worthy 

cause please consider us. 

Scheme ID: C10397895 

 

Skills and Time 

 Required 
 

Cassette Tapes— we were 

lucky to receive a grant 

from the Goldfields Esper-

ance Community Trust.. 

The EGHS will use this 

money to purchase a Cas-

sette Converter USB Cas-

sette Tape to MP3 Cas-

sette Capture Recorder.  

Once the cassettes in the 

collection have been dig-

itized we will be looking 

for some one to tran-

scribe them. If you think 

you might be interested in 

doing something like this 

please let us know.  We 

would like to take this op-

portunity to thank the 

Goldfields Esperance 

Community Trust for their 

support with this project. 

https://www.gect.net.au/ 

The photographic department is looking for a new leader. Someone who is keen 

to keep projects moving along. You will need a fair understanding of computers 

and scanning however we are willing to train the right person. If you are interest-

ed in getting  involved please come in and have a chat.  

Ethel Chinnery sent us some won-

derful images of the old abattoir 

from 1995 before it was demol-

ished. What can you tell us about 

it? Did you work there, do you have 

any images of the people who did? 

Let us know. 

And so, into Coolgardie! Tired, covered with red dust, unrecognised; and red as a 
lobster from the sun and wind. 

Making himself known to the lawyer Frank Harney he was soon given a great wel-
come, installed at Kennedy’s Hotel and waited on handsomely by a surprised and 
interested staff. By now, greatly refreshed, he began to feel somewhat proud of his 
achievement; and later on, when his congregation had gathered, he was the very 
first Priest to give his Church services at Coolgardie. 

Another early rider into Coolgardie was the Rev. Trestrail – a Methodist Clergyman; 
who rode his bicycle from Southern Cross, a distance of about 110 miles. It was the 
Rev. Trestrail who performed the very first wedding ceremony, when Clara Saunders 
and Arthur Williams were married in July 1894. 



Interesting Web Pages 
https:// 

 
newnorcia.wa.edu.au 
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Glimpses of the Past 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society acknowledges the support of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 

 

 

Campbells Tree 
A poor ragged Kurrajong Tree sits on the side of Great Eastern Highway just past the 

Memorial Toilets at Boorabin and before the site of the Truckies Memorial. 

Have you ever asked “What is the Story about this Tree” 

After a lot of research EGHS was able to discover that the tree was named after the 

Campbell Family.  

 

The Campbell Family lived in Norseman in the 1950’s. When they went on holidays 

this tree was their first night camp. It became a family tradition. 

When Mr Campbell passed away his ashes were scattered around the tree. 

Apparently, this tree was also used for travellers to stop for a cuppa, Western Mining 

Geologists, some travelling from Kalgoorlie and the others from Southern Cross, 

would meet here to exchange news.  

It was their meeting place also.  

Just over the pipeline was the little siding of Duri on the old Railway Line. Apparently, 

a fresh water swamp is also there.  Campbell’s Tree is a significant stop to lots of peo-

ple using the road.  

 

The State Archives of 

Western Australia has 

some great information. 

They hold records of Co-

lonial, State and Local 

government from 1829. 

This includes information 

like; prison and  goal rec-

ords, railways and rail 

staff, mining, hospitals, 

court records,  architec-

tural information and lots 

more. This really is a 

great tool. 
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Volunteer News 
 

Over the past month of  
September our volun-
teers have put in a stag-
gering 811 hours.  
 
Huge shout out to every-
one who participates 
down at the Historical 
Society. We couldn’t do 
it without you.  
 

Some of our volunteers 
spend time researching, 
in the library, working 
with maps and working 
with the photographic 
collections.  

The Kalgoorlie Miner published this 

article 8th November 1937, pg. 3. 

 

As a child did you participate in Guy 

Fawkes Night celebrations? 

References: 
 

1. Garnsey, A. (1984). Scarlet Pillows. Hesperian Press 

Visitors 

During the month we have been lucky to have visits from a 

few of our members. We spent some time with Les Auger 

who was visiting Kalgoorlie during October. Great catching 

up and hearing stories. Thanks for dropping in Les! 

 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society is open Monday to 

Friday 9am until 2pm.  

 

Drop in anytime and share your stories.  

Catholic Education in the Goldfields is  

celebrating 125 years. Do you have any 

images that you might like to share?   

 

We have some great books in the  library  

feel free to  drop in and have a look.  

 

 

EG-N-046-017a - St. Mary’s convent School,  

Kalgoorlie. 1902. 


