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Eastern Goldfields Historical Society Can You Help 

The society is always on 
the lookout for collections 
relating to the history of 
the Eastern Goldfields.  September Dates to Remember  

3-5th September  – State History Conference. 

8th September— Volunteers Morning Tea 

10th September—Fish and Chip Night 

15th September  — General Meeting. 

20th September —Monday Movie Madness 

 
Annual General Meeting 

Membership fees are now 

due. Please remember to 

pay your fees, especially if 

you want to keep  

receiving the newsletter.  

 

BSB:065 514 

Account: 00900580 

18th August saw the EGHS hold their AGM. We would like to take this  

opportunity to welcome returning and new committee members: 

President: Scott Wilson ,Vice President: Tim Cudini, Curator: John Rees,  

Librarian: Jan Lamont, Social Co-Ordinator: Helen Sheehan, General  

Committee: Ethel Chinnery, Claire Weir & Gwen Brown. 
 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Sarah Hay and James  

Pervan for your support and dedication to the Eastern Goldfields  

Historical Society.  

 

 

Dryblower 

Got an old dryblower lay-
ing around that you don’t 
know what to do with. 
Contact the EGHS and we 
will take it off your hands.  

Williamstown has been in 

the news lately. Do you 

have any images or memo-

rabilia that you would like 

to share . Below is an image 

from the Betty Colgan Col-

lection held by the Society 

of Williamstown road.  

Father’s Day 

 

Published in the Sunday Times, Sunday 30th August 1936. Page 19. 



Thanks to all the Volunteers and Sponsors that made the  
conference possible. 

Conference 2021—Registration Now Open 
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The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society 

(EGHS) is hosting the 2021 Royal Western 

Australian Historical Society’s State Confer-

ence and we would love you to join us in 

Kalgoorlie. The party is going to be BIG! 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society 

has been working hard to preserve and 

promote the abundance of our rich herit-

age for 75 years and we look forward to 

meeting you here in Kalgoorlie to join us in 

the celebrations!  

https://kalgoorliehistory.org.au/75-years/

conference/ 

Hate to bore you with the same advertisement every publication but it 

will be here until September so remember to book your spot. 

 
 
 

Diary Dates -  
10th October 2021 

 

THE EGHS is having a stall at 
the Spring Festival. Please 
mark it in your diary and if 
you can spare an hour to 
help at the stall please let us 
know.  More information 
will be available closer to 
the date. 
eo@kagoorliehistory.org.au 
 

 

28th November 2021 
 

We are also having a stall 
at the Christmas Street 
Party, being held in  
Boulder again this year. 
Last year’s street stall was 
a huge success and we are 
hoping to have plenty of 
volunteers again this year. 
More information closer to 
the date. 
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Bookshop News 

Bands 

Images and stories 
from the 50’s, 60’s 
70’s, 80’s, 90’s until 
now (that pertain to 
the Eastern Goldfields) 
- if you've got them 
and you don’t know 
what to do with them, 
come and see the vol-
unteers at the Society.  

Want to be involved  

with spreading the news 

of the Society? We are 

currently recruiting for a 

journalist (covers a very 

broad definition and 

there is no pay).  No  

experience necessary, 

but you will need to be 

able to use  a computer 

and write an interesting 

 article.  

 

 
Recently we were looking through a copy of the Kambalda Coolgardie 

Chronicle from 1989 and we found an article written about the bands that 

came out of  Kambalda Primary School and the teacher that was involved 

with the students. This got us thinking there have been a lot of bands that 

have come out of the Goldfields, some successful some not. Were you in a 

band ? If so , let us know a little bit about it– what were you called, who 

were the members, what instruments did everyone play. Do you have any 

images, stories or memorabilia that you would like to share?  

Rock on! 

PID-AM-N-41-032 

The book shop has a number of new titles added to it 

over the last few months. Hot off the presses The 

North Coolgardie Herald $50.00 new from Hesperian 

Press and Australia’s Golden Heritage - by Ron Berry-

man $75.00. Both avail-

able to purchase from 

the EGHS.  

2022 Calendar - Coming Soon  



 Some of the titles available 

to browse and borrow 

form the EGHS library.  

• Wings Over the Gold-

fields - Norma King 

• Where Fortunes Lay - 

A.J. MacGeorge 

• Way to the Gold - Mike 

Walton 

• View from Kalgoorlie -  

Ted Mayman 

• They Called Kurnalpi 

Home - Douglas Cable 

• Then They Called Me 

Norma - Norma King 

 

Movember is fast  

approaching and this year 

the EGHS plans a salute to 

the men of the past and 

their fine facial hair. During 

the month of November 

we will be posting images 

from the collection show 

casing some fine moustach-

es. If you have any in your  

collection that you would 

like to share please send 

them in.  

Speaker Stories 
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Trove Correction Group 
We have lots of members of our Trove corrections group but could use 

some more help. Current leader board: 

Rob Wall , Rosie Stroud & Jim Gordon  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/462446858403098 

If you find a interesting article you would like to share when you are doing 

your correcting send us the link.  

Do you remember Beta-

max VHS? We do and we 

have a problem. We don’t 

have a Betamax VHS  

player. Do you? If you do 

can you please get in 

touch.  

Armadale Writers Award  

Have you written any stories about Kal-

goorlie lately, you might want to think 

about entering this competition.  Open 

to everyone in Western Australia. Cash 

prizes on offer. 

 

If you are thinking about entering this 

competition you might like to think 

about writing an story to include in the 

EGHS newsletter.  

At the AGM, Peter Dillion spoke to members about the KalTails.  
 

“In the 1980’s, Anglo American Pacific Limited (AAP) set about consolidating 
licenses which contained the massive “slimes dumps” (as they were referred 
to) south east of Kalgoorlie-Boulder. AAP was a South African owned company 
which had experience using huge water cannons to “hydraulically” mine old 
tailings in South Africa. 

These “slimes” were tailings 
produced from nearly 100 years 
of mining and processing opera-
tions on the Golden Mile.  They 
had become a massive environ-
mental problem, and tended to 
provide something of a 
“playground” for local kids. 

Normandy Poseidon (an Aus-
tralian company) set about the 
feasibility and technical studies to see if hydraulic mining could be successfully 
used here. In a Joint Venture, Normandy (90%) and Gold Corporation (10%, 
effectively being a state government owned enterprise), constructed & com-
missioned the project in 1989.” 
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Photographic News 

Curatorial Donations 

The EGHS has set up an 

account with containers 

for change. If you would 

like to donate to a worthy 

cause please consider us. 

Scheme ID: C10397895 

 

Skills and Time 

 Required 
 

Cassette Tapes & VHS—

No this isn’t 1985 it’s the 

EGHS Library and we 

need your help.  

Do you have the ability 

and time to transfer da-

ta from either of those 

platforms to a comput-

er? If yes, please get in 

contact.  

With Race Round just 
around the corner the  
Eastern Goldfields           
Historical Society would 
love to see any images  
that you may have  taken 
at the track over the   
years. 

Do you have any photos 
from the old bowling alley 
at Porter Street. We would 
love to see them and hear 
your stories. 

Above some images from the Betty Colgan Collection of the Super Pit  

circa 2005/6. A great project would have been taking a single image of the 

pit every day that it has been in operation.    This image turned up in 

the Betty Colgan Collec-

tion this month. A picture 

of the cake from the 50th  

Anniversary celebration.  

Below a picture of the 

75th years anniversary 

cake …. Well what was left 

of it. 

The photographic department is looking for a new leader. Someone who is keen 

to keep projects moving along. You will need a fair understanding of computers 

and scanning however we are willing to train the right person. If you are interest-

ed in getting  

involved please 

come in and 

have a chat.  
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Glimpses of the Past 

Brains Trust 
Can anyone remember what suburb these streets were once in?  - Ironside Rd.,  

Irwin St., Lawley Rd., Marrie St., Marvel Pl., Monarch Pl., Reward St., Stremple St.,  

Acrobat Pl. and Bridge St. 

Email: eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au if you can help. 

Kalgoorlie School of the Air 

is celebrating their 60th 

Anniversary next year. Do 

you have any stories or pic-

tures you would like to 

share? Let us know.  
eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Oral History Western 

Australia is a not for 

profit organisation run by 

volunteers that aims to 

promote the practice and 

methods of oral history. 

They are a state branch 

of Oral History Australia. 

If you are interested in 

learning how to record 

oral histories this is a 

great place to start. 
www.oralhistorywa.org.au/ 

If only it was that easy…. 

Taken from the Kalgoorlie 

Miner 14 October 1920. 

Page 2 

Kalgoorlie Miner 14  

October 1920. Page 2 

One of our members is very interested in 

finding an image of Mr. Ponds confec-

tionary shop (if one exists). It may be just 

out of shot on the above image. Any  

further information would be greatly 

appreciated.  

 

The image below shows the corner of 

Piesse and Hamilton street. We are miss-

ing an image of the premises in between. 



Matron Hart 
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Volunteer News 
 
Over the past month of  
June our volunteers have 
put in a staggering 567 
hours. 
 

Some of our volunteers 
spend time researching, 
in the library, working 
with maps and working 
with the photographic 
collections.  
 

Thanks to all the  
volunteers, You make 
the society a great place 
to come and we  
couldn’t do it without 
you.  

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society acknowledges the support of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 

Emily Murphy was born in Landsborough, Victoria, 1847. She completed her    

nurses’ training in Warracknabeal, Victoria and soon travelled to Port Lincoln, 

South Australia. Emily spent some time nursing there and met and married a Mr. 

Henry Ramsay Hart in 1905. Information is scare about Mr. Hart however shortly 

after her marriage Emily turns up in 1906, in Mt. Morgans and is thought to be  

widowed. However this is not confirmed.  

 

Emily spent  16 years as the Matron of Mt. Morgans Hospital, she also spent  

several years at the Laverton hospital as a supervisor. She left the Goldfields     

district in 1940 where she retired to Perth, taking up residence in Mt. Lawley.   

Emily died on the 23rd March 1952 and is buried in an unmarked grave at  

Karrakatta  Cemetery.  

 

The EGHS is  looking 

for an image of Emily 

as a young matron. 

Book Critique- By John Rees 

The book was written in 1976 when the Woodlines were coming to a close, over-
taken by contract trucking where truck owners would contract with a merchant 
dealing directly with the mines. Throughout the tome runs a feeling of loss at the 
disappearance of the lifestyle. 
 

Hunter has given us a series of rollicking vignettes of his interactions with the    
ethnically varied characters of the operation and their idiosyncrasies. All are very 
funny and his empathetic drawing out of the esprit de corps of the people, their 
linguistic tussles, hospitality, happy acceptance of the hard life and making the 
best of it, surprise one who simply may regard the Line as a third world existence                                                                                                             
 

A particular case is the 'Onomastico', the Holy name day of Joe Colletta: the sacred 
day when he can do as he likes and obey no order. The Polish tailor who was never 
willing to expedite his orders showed the same resistance to authority, in this    
instance, having had to obey orders all his life, was not going to do the same in his 
new free country. This independence started in the early strikes before Hunter's 
time. 
        

The alcoholic excesses seem extreme in an age of drinking reduction even in a  
concomitant age of youthful binge drinking but cement the strong connections  
between Woodliners, whatever their derivation. The strength and tolerance of the 
women is remarkable. 

Woodline - L.M. Hunter 

Mt. Morgan’s Hospital. 


